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served as the director of the Army budget and
as commanding general of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision (Mech) at Fort Riley, Kansas—the leg-
endary “Big Red One.”

Joe has earned the Distinguished Service
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Legion of
Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Bronze
Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Meritorious
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Air
Medal, and the Army Commendation Medal
with Oak Leaf Cluster.

Joe joined USAA in 1994 after retiring from
the U.S. Army. He assumed the position of
President and CEO in 2007 after serving as
the CFO for several years. Under his leader-
ship as CEO, USAA has thrived. Despite the
economic slump Joe steered USAA to earn
the highest possible ratings for financial
strength from Moody’s, A.M. Best, and Stand-
ard & Poor’s.

Committed to advocating for military fami-
lies, Joe has guided USAA to a leadership
role in hiring veterans and military spouses
and offering them careers in the private sec-
tor. Joe was invited to the White House and
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce to be recog-
nized for USAA’s efforts in this area and dem-
onstrating their commitment by ensuring that
veterans and military spouses were 30 percent
of USAA’s new hires in 2013.

All of these achievements are astounding by
themselves, but Joe also became a dedicated
and active member of his community. Joe is
the Chairman of the CHRISTUS Santa Rosa
Health System and of the PI6Plus Council of
Greater Bexar County Foundation. He also
serves on the American Red Cross Board of
Governors and on the boards of directors of
The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas—San
Antonio Branch, DTE Energy, the CHRISTUS
Santa Rosa Children’s Hospital Foundation,
and San Antonio’s Early Childhood Education
Municipal Development Corporation, as well
as the Advisory Board of the Kay Bailey
Hutchison Center for Latin America Law at the
University of Texas.

In 2009, The Christian Science Monitor
named Joe the “No. 1 Veteran in Business.”
That same year, American Banker named him
“Innovator of the Year.” In 2012, Robles was
honored as “Executive of the Year” by Ari-
zona State University and, in 2013, Bank Inno-
vation named him one of the “10 Most Innova-
tive CEOs in Banking in the U.S.”

In 2010, Joe led the San Antonio and Bexar
County United Way campaign to a record re-
sult, and in 2012, he was tapped by my broth-
er, then-San Antonio Mayor Julian Castro, to
co-chair the city’s Brainpower Initiative, which
led to the Pre-K 4 SA program to fund pre-
school education for thousands of San Anto-
nio’s children.

Joe has left an indelible mark on the mili-
tary, USAA, and the San Antonio community.
He will be sorely missed for his leadership,
sound judgment, and commitment to the com-
munity. But what those closest to him will miss
most are his immense compassion and gen-
uine care for all those around him. Joe’s char-
acter is, indeed, his hallmark. Congratulations,
Joe Robles, on your successful career, incred-
ible accomplishments—but most of all—your
lasting impact on all those you have led and
worked with along the way! As a native of San
Antonio—I| hope and expect | will see much
more of you in the years to come.
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Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Charles Garnati, who retired this month after
30 years as State’s Attorney for Williamson
County, lllinois.

Charles Garnati has actually served in the
Williamson County State’s Attorney’s office for
parts of five decades. He worked in the office
for a brief time in the 1970s and then was
elected to his first term as State’s Attorney in
1984. He would serve continuously as State’s
Attorney until retiring this month due to health
reasons. At his retirement, Garnati was the
longest continuously serving state’s attorney in
the State of lllinois.

During his career as State’'s Attorney,
Garnati has prosecuted perpetrators of the
most heinous crimes, including 30 murder
trials. He was able to get first degree murder
convictions in 29 of those 30 trials. Garnati is
quick to praise his legal staff in the State’s At-
torney’s office as well as the law enforcement
agencies within his jurisdiction for the success
rate of his office.

Garnati always approached his job as both
making those who commit crimes pay for their
actions and also to provide justice to the vic-
tims of those crimes. Particularly in murder
cases, he was keenly aware of the pain suf-
fered by the families of victims.

Garnati accepted as a personal challenge
the prosecution of those who harmed children.
As part of that crusade, he helped found two
programs for children, the Williamson County
Child Advocacy Center and the Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates of Williamson
County program. His annual golf scramble has
raised more than $350,000 for these pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in wishing Charles Garnati well and thanking
him for a lifetime of service to the people of
Southern lllinois.

———
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise as a
cosponsor in support of H. Res. 707, a resolu-
tion condemning all forms of anti-Semitism. |
also rise to spotlight the troubling and rising
tide of hate crimes against Jews that has re-
cently begun sweeping the globe. There have
been violent attacks against Jews in the Mid-
dle East, death threats in Latin America, syna-
gogues fire-bombed in Europe and the dese-
cration of the property of Jews in North Africa.

World leaders have spoken out against
these acts of violence and condemned those
responsible. The resolution | helped to intro-
duce expresses that same sentiment by un-
equivocally condemning all forms of anti-Semi-
tism and urging the secretary of state to main-
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tain as a foreign policy priority of the United
States the fight against anti-Semitism in all of
its forms.

The resolution also recognizes that con-
demnation alone will do little without the
added threat of strong and effective laws to
back it up. The resolution urges governments
around the world to ensure that adequate laws
are in place to monitor and punish those re-
sponsible for anti-Semitic violence and hate
crimes.

Today | stand with my colleagues on the
floor of the U.S. House of Representatives in
solidarity with all those around the world who
will not permit these hate crimes to pass with-
out comment and who believe that acts of reli-
giously and ethnically motivated violence
against one of us is an act perpetrated against
all of us.

———

HONORING THE PLEASANT
VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the Pleasant Valley
Historical Society as it celebrates 50 years as
an exceptional organization that has been
dedicated to promoting community pride, en-
couraging historical interest, and preserving
and presenting the history of the Pleasant Val-
ley.

The Pleasant Valley Historical Society was
founded in 1964, when a small group of com-
munity members, including the Honorable
Stanley J. Daily, Mayor Emeritus of Camarillo,
Ms. Pat Meredith, and Mr. Jack Fulkerson, es-
tablished the organization with the intent to
preserve the history and artifacts of the region,
which is comprised of the areas of Camarillo,
Pleasant Valley, Somis, and Santa Rosa.

The diverse people and cultures that have
encompassed Pleasant Valley have contrib-
uted to making the area a unique and special
place. From the time of the Chumash that re-
sided in the region to the Spanish and Mexi-
can settlers to the Americanos who settled
there when the newly formed State of Cali-
fornia emerged, the Pleasant Valley has a rich
heritage and history.

Throughout the past five decades, the
Pleasant Valley Historical Society has at-
tracted hundreds of local residents and out of
state visitors to enjoy and learn about the her-
itage of the Pleasant Valley. In 1985, the Mu-
seum and Botanical Gardens were established
to showcase native plant species and educate
visitors about the history of the land.

The Pleasant Valley Historical Society also
holds annual celebrations recognizing valued
longtime residents of Pleasant Valley and hon-
oring these volunteers as pillars of the com-
munity; bestowing the title of Don and Dona
upon them for their civic service and philan-
thropy . In addition, the Pleasant Valley Histor-
ical Society holds numerous events on local
history that foster a sense of community within
the region which is valued by all who have
interacted with the organization.

For fifty years, the Pleasant Valley Historical
Society has promoted and celebrated the his-
tory and culture of the Pleasant Valley area. It
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